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The Beaty Biodiversity Museum Showcases Nelson Industrial’s Collection Storage Cabinetry
The Project / Dedicated to the Education and Conservation of the Diversity of Life on Earth
The Beaty Biodiversity Museum at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver’s only natural history museum, provides visitors of all ages
20,000 square feet (6,096 sq.m) of collections and exhibits. Available for public viewing, two million unique specimens provide a fascinating glimpse
into the interconnectedness of all life on earth.

The Requirement / Custom Storage Cabinetry
In order to properly display and protect these highly sensitive collections, custom storage cabinetry was required by several different user groups with
varying needs. The University fielded project proposals from known industry suppliers and from a ‘new to them’ contender, Ontario-based
Nelson Industrial. After careful examination, and a rigorous RFP process, the nod went to Nelson Industrial for the design, production and installation of
custom storage cabinetry. These are the cabinets that will safeguard the Museum’s research collections and exhibits for decades to come.
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The Project by the Numbers
• Produced 1,248 storage cabinets – of which there are
6 types and 7 sizes
• Shipped 71,639 items of varying shapes and sizes
and 32 trailer loads of product from Ontario to
British Columbia
• Successfully coordinated 1,100 manufacturing
Work Orders
• 458 components/assemblies created from scratch
• Nelson met the $3.2 million dollar project budget
• Required 12 months of design, prototyping, production
and installation activity
• 5 months of dedicated on-site installation
• Met 100% of their rigid scheduling commitments
• 100% recyclable metal was used to make the
custom cabinetry

The Pedigree / Nelson Was Not the Industry Incumbent
Interestingly, while Nelson Industrial was not the industry incumbent, their reputation and portfolio of work helped
them emerge as the successful supplier, causing great excitement since many in this space followed the project’s
progress with interest.
This North American manufacturer of precision fabricated metal products contributed greatly to the museum
storage world with this stunning installation. Nelson Industrial has the capabilities crucial for driving a successful
outcome in this specialized field.
Nelson Industrial was able to draw upon the learning gained over 37 years of experience designing and manufacturing
superior quality, precision fabricated metal products for a myriad of clients the globe over. In fact, this is the second
largest project undertaken by Nelson Industrial with the largest to date being the ceiling system for the Greater
Toronto Airport Authority.
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The Solution / To Protect the Collections
Painstakingly designed to protect the collections from any agents of infestation and deterioration, Nelson Industrial’s custom metal storage cabinetry
uses mechanically attached, lockable silicone gasketing. A user-friendly, 3-point locking system creates a virtually air-tight housing. The cabinets
were made using 100% recyclable metal with a powder coated paint finish. All components and materials used had zero VOC.
All of Nelson Industrial’s specifications met the university’s strict and highly specific requirements
for conservation, preservation and archival storage.

Observations / For a Successful Outcome, Choose the Right Partner for the Project
“This was an extremely complex and challenging project, every single step of the way. The variables were in the thousands. We wanted a particular
blend of conservation and aesthetics which Nelson’s design capabilities made possible. Throughout each unanticipated twist or turn, Nelson’s people
amazed us with their ability to keep coming up with practical yet creative solutions and ideas. To achieve the successes we’d originally hoped for, earnest,
productive back and forth communication and a solid, collaborative process proved critical. Happily, we had this and more.”
Wayne Maddison
Beaty’s Museum Director & Professor of Botany and Zoology, University of British Columbia

Observations 2 / Able to Manufacture and Install What We Designed
“Given the project complexity, UBC Beaty was searching for a company capable of providing a diverse combination of services.
To that end, our design capabilities satisfied multiple stakeholders with differing interests. Along with possessing the operational expertise to produce
a significant volume of cabinetry, we needed to establish the appropriate project management resources to coordinate site installation with the Users
who were moving their collections into the cabinets literally as they were put into place. During the RFP process we clearly demonstrated the types
and level of expertise we could infuse, from the beginning of the process through to its completion.”
Jeff Nelson
President, Nelson Industrial
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Observations 3 / The Art of Project Management
“Nelson’s ability to accommodate the thousands of variables was impressive. This project was complicated
and there were several competing factors. The user groups required a high degree of functionality –
and their requests were always thoughtfully considered. Architecturally, there was an artistic element that had to be satisﬁed.
Nelson distilled all that was put before them while keeping the project on track ﬁnancially. In fact, managing and meeting the budgetary
parameters was a feat in itself. As with any big project, there are those times where things could have gone wrong but with Nelson,
that never happened. Always open-minded and unfailingly ﬂexible, this project was steered capably at every single turn.”
Craig Knight
Development Manager and Analyst, UBC Properties Trust

Required Capabilities / The Value of Experience
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fresh, eye catching design portfolio
Exhaustive testing protocols
Engineering, professionally stamped
Extensive custom product manufacturing capabilities
Project management talent
Creative solutions aptitude
Customer focused
Installation services capable of meeting rigid delivery schedules

Open to the public since Spring 2010, the Biodiversity Museum has been warmly received by thousands of visitors.
Exibited specimens include plants, insects, ﬁsh, shells, birds, mammals and fossils.

Cabinetry designed and manufactured for the way YOU work.
Visit us online to learn more.

Nelson Industrial Inc.
www.nelsonindust.com / 1.800.277.6897

